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The Impact of alternative distribution policies on the economic development of a poor country, a comparative study

with special reference to the Egyptian economy(2).
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«The angels urged Lot (4) to go, saying: «Be quick, take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished». When he
lingered, they took him by the hand with his wife and daughters and because the Lord had

spared him, led him on until he was outside the city?»(28)
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«Suddenly the storm of inflation began to blow, a worse catastrophe than any | had experienced or foreseen.
Civilization can survive wars and slumps. Inflation destroys the foundations of society... Altogether the economic
effects of our peculiar inflation are strange. Usually inflation and full employment go together. Now we have inflation
and mass unemployment at the same time. Another curiosity: the organized trade unionists have not only outstripped
the well to-do middle class, they have become the principal exploiters of the poor and humble. Like all aristocrats they
cling to their privileges at the expense of everyone else...»
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For the believers, coping with
modernity does not require intel-
lectual development or imaginative
solutions, Indeed, in Islamic insti-
tutions, the very word innovation
is heresy, because nothing is new;
all knowledge is in the Koran, and
even modern science Is viewed as
something of an atheistic tool.

“The theory of knowledge for
Muslims in the Arab world is
different than that in the West,"
sald Hussein Amin, a senior Egyp-
tian diplomat and a writer on
Islamic affairs,

“With you in the West, knowl-
melitha means to conquer the

nown. With us, it is a collection
of material embodied in books
which you can possess by read-
ing—and the older the books the
better. True Muslims believe that
what Mohammed left is perfect for
all countries and all times, so
developing Islam is out of the
question.”
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